Magnitudes of Recent Earthquakes

The earthquake off the east coast of Honshu, Japan's largest island, was the fifth-largest
ever recorded, according to the U.5. Geological Survey, and the largest in Japan since

instrumental recordings began in 1900.
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Each full step on the earthquake
magnitude scale represents 32 times
more energy release than

the previous step.

Circles are represen-

tative of seismic

energy- Disastrous

Destructive

34 5 6.0 7.0 8.0

PN
| Haiti, 2010: 7.0 |

AN
| New Zealand, 2011: 6.3 |

Catastrophic

9.0

Japan, 2011: 9.0

AN
Chile, 2010: 8.8 | [Sumatra, 2004: 9.1

PSE:;EEI\I:JED Not felt | Weak Light Moderate | Strong | Very strong Severe Violent Extreme
POTENTIAL . .
DAMAGE none none none Very light Light Moderate | Moderate/Heavy | Heavy Very Heavy
e | L [ v [ v [ [ ow [
Not felt. II. Felt by people | Vibration felt like | Felt outdoors. Felt by all. People | Difficult to stand or Steering of ars affected. General panic Poorly built
WHAT sitting or on passing of heavy | Sleepers wakened. | walk unsteadily. |walk. Noticed by drivers | Extensive damage to Damage to structures
upper floors of | trucks. Stopped | Liquids disturbed, | Windows of ars. Furniture unreinforced masonry masonry buildings | destroyed with their
HAPPENS buildings. qars rock. some spilled. Small | crack. Dishes, | broken. Damage to buildings, including partial | ranges from foundations. Even
AT EACH Hanging objects | unstable objects | glassware, poorly built masonry | collapse. Fall of some masonry | collapse to serious | some well-built
INTENSITY? III. Felt by swing. Windows, | displaced or upset. | knickknacks, buildings. Weak walls. Twisting, falling of damage unless | wooden structures
almost all dishes, doors Doors swing. andbooksfall | chimneys broken at chimneys and monuments. | modem design. | and bridges
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